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As the newly washed-ashore arrival in POINT PLEASANT, Christina Nickson (Elisabeth Harnois) has a demonic heritage.  Buffy writer-producer MARTI NOXON tells dreamwatch about her return to supernatural series television.  Words: Tara DiLullo.

A

s the showrunner for Buffy the Vampire Slayer’s last two seasons, one might assume that Marti Noxon would have had enough demons, vampires and monsters (not to mention the networks suits) to last a lifetime.  Wrong – this lady can’t get enough of the supernatural… Or maybe it can’t get enough of her.  while Buffy was still wrapping up her final slay, Noxon was already working on developing supernatural drama, Still Life, as her next day job.  Despite critical praise, Fox killed the show before it even aired, but Noxon quickly bounced back and is now show-running supernatural soap Point Pleasant.

“The funny thing about Point Pleasant was that I had actually gone into development on my own projects for the first time.  I was asked to come in and help out on Point Pleasant for what I thought was a temporary situation,” Noxon details. “I didn’t think this was a job.  I thought it was a weekend thing.  Cut to seven months later and I’m still here,” she laughs. “it snuck up on me. I really love the premise.”

Described as the O.C. meets The Omen, Point Pleasant centres on 17-year-old Christina Nicholson.  After a boating accident, she washes up on the shore of the quiet New Jersey town and immediately enchants the local residents with her oddly enigmatic personality.  A self-proclaimed boarding school orphan, Christina sets up stakes in the town taking the opportunity to track down the mysterious mother she never knew, while staying off her powerful father’s radar.  It just so happens that Christina’s parentage is even more twisted than she expects, when it turns out she’s the love child of a possibly angelic mother and  the Devil himself!

Getting The Timing Right
It’s a crazy concept, but one that might actually work in the new television landscape.  “We got really lucky in terms of what is working on TV right now,” Noxon says. “We are inspired by Lost and Desperate Housewives.  The concept is that it’s not just the story of this girl, but the story of how her presence brings this whole town into a mode where they are all dealing with their inner demons in a much more immediate way than they have before.  All the foibles, greediness, pettiness and sexual stuff are all heightened, which they often are on soap operas anyway, but at least we have an excuse!”

Demon sees stories aren’t uncommon, but Point Pleasant aims to mix many genres for a more accessible take on the concept.  “In a weird way this show is so much easier for me to grasp than Still Life, which had a supernatural element, but it was very restrained,” she explains.  “We tried very hard to stay in a world that was grounded, even in the supernatural, maybe to a fault.  Whereas with this, I feel like I am home again.  I think melodrama and fantasy, particular horror, just melt beautifully together.  The great thing about Buffy was that you could use all these supernatural elements as metaphors.  They mean so much.  Every time you mix up genres you have the opportunity to do things that feel really fresh.  Due to the success of some of the other scripted dramas this year, we are being encouraged by the network to go to the Twin-Peak’s kind of bizarreness.  That is fun!”

Did she say encouragement to be more bizarre by a network? “Yes,” she says. “Fox was on the fence about the show not because of content, but more about where it would go.  They liked the pilot and they wanted to know what the show would be week to week. Un response, I wrote a second episode and the goal for me was to write what I wish the show would be for me.  it was so strange,” she chuckles.  “I thought if they order this, I am a happy girl because this is a weird show in a really good way.  It’s very melodramatic and fun and juicy to write.  They responded very favourably so I thought. ‘If they want to do an odd, funky, spooky, melodramatic soap opera, I’m in!’ Fox has never been conservative and they are feeling more encouraged to do something unique and their own.  We’ve found the stuff they like is the best stuff we say, ‘Do you think they will buy this?’”

Actress Elisabeth Harnois (Charmed) is the adorable yet devilish Christina and she anchors a cast of very pretty actors, both young and older. “It’s a classic story in that we found her really early and responded favourably, but their were silly issues like she had short hair.  We went far and wide looking and the casting director suggested we go back and sure enough she was perfect.  She totally captures what we are going for.  Part of our thesis is that id you are the Devil, you are going to come across as the most angelic creatures, not the red tail, so all of our agents of the Devil are highly attractive,” she smiles.

Finding out just how much devil lurks in Christina will be the main journey for the first season.  “By necessity her quest to figure out what this means has to be central,” she shares.  “In a lot of ways it’s like Buffy, the stories don’t work unless her story works.  At the same time, we have a few continuous storylines and it’s quite serialized.  Her journey is one of discovery.  I’m the daughter of the devil?  What the hell does that mean?

“Her mother may have been someone better than most people, so there is a sense that there is a duality in Christina and a real fight between good and the bad.  The bad is powerful, sexy and spooky, but the good – perhaps – will save her and we are really playing that metaphor.  her quest is really to fight it and not let the dark part win.”

The show’s soap DNA means there will be plenty of town folk to help or hinder Christina’s journey, while they deal with their own set of problems.  “Immediately upon Christina’s arrival, another person takes residence who clearly is working for her father [Melrose Place veteran Grant Show].  Show’s character is make sure things go the way they want them to because it’s not guaranteed that she is going to go completely dark.  He’s there to push and cajole and have a long-range plan because it will take time to spoil her goodness.  His operating thesis is that once she starts to see the ugliness in people, that will burn out the goodness in her.  he wants to make everyone around her behave poorly.”

Another familiar face in the cast is actress Dina Meyer (Birds of Prey). “Dina is the mother of one of the teenage girls and she steps in line with the bad guy.  We say he develops his own little team of bug eaters, his own little Renfields,” she laughs.  “That’s partly how you bring in other characters, the ones who are susceptible and the ones on the side of good and then those straddling the fence.  The whole town becomes a battleground for this fight.”

Positive role models

Now running her third series, Noxon says every show has been a joy for her, even the disappointment of Still Life.  “It was a really intimate show,” she says.  “We were having a great time, so we were a little blindsided when it came down they were never going to put it on air.  I think we were put into development when they felt they were losing female viewership.  Then last year was the great ‘young boy’ ratings exodus and our show became far less interesting [to the network].  Plus internally, there were always some people that didn’t like the show.  You can’t get past that.”

Most important for Noxon is the process of bringing quality stories to life.  “I love it because I have the opportunity to bring people together to do their best work.  I’ve met so many wonderful people and I had such a great and unique experience on Buffy.  It was so positive.  You often hear horror stories about what people go through and, knock wood.  I haven’t had to experience that because I grew up on Buffy and was given the opportunity to make the decisions on how things would be.  Since I saw such positive role models, through Joss [Whedon] and others, I learned you bring in people that you feel good about on a lot of different levels.  It’s early still on Point Pleasant, but they are great people,” she laughs.

Speaking of Buffy, while she relished her time there, Noxon says she is happy to have moved on.  “I would love to work with Joss again, but it’s good when you’ve been with such a strong mentor to go test yourself outside of that relationship.  It’s been spooky and intimidating, but exciting and I think it would make our collaboration stronger if we work together again.”  When that might be, Noxon doesn’t know, especially since Whedon recently shut down his television production company, Mutant Enemy.  “Joss and I talk frequently.  It was a long slow development.  He had such a positive experience on Serenity and, in fact, I got to see a sneak preview and I think he has a real career in features that is about to explode.  I think that is where his heart really is too.

“My own hesitation to get involved in a Buffy show again is that it was a rarity and things just went right,” she continues. “The last thing I would want to do is do it less well.  Tim Minear (Angel) and I had the opportunity to really push and get the Faith show spin-off on right after Buffy, but I think all of us felt we didn’t want to be the people who did the pale imitation.  Part of the reason we stopped doing Buffy was because we were running out of stories, so it was a good time to move on.  Personally, I think it would take a lot to get me into another [Buffy] series.  I think Joss and the other actors may do a film.  I think they should, but there wouldn’t be much room for more writers on that.  I still think the Faith show could be wicked cool, but I also felt a certain amount of vampire fatigue.  I’m into the Devil now!”
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