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Chigaco Sun Times
'Bones' star is one strange agent 

By Doug Feldman

David Boreanaz played a sexually abstinent vampire with a soul of gold on "Angel" and "Buffy the Vampire Slayer." He had to stay in his pants, or else he'd turn all evil and growly and grrr. But now, he's an FBI agent on a Fox drama called "Bones," and the title might refer to more than skeletons.
Once again, Boreanaz stars on a show named after a lead female character, this time a forensic anthropologist who gives clues to Boreanaz's character, Seeley Booth. During a press conference, TV critics asked Boreanaz what he likes about working with a strong woman again.
"Well, I can actually go to bed with this one," he answered in his dry sense of humor; he can seem like Bob Newhart, without the stutter, trapped in the triangular body of a college football player.
Boreanaz, 36, is a solid actor and consistently comes across as intense without being wooden. But his comic straight-man routine is his strongest hue. In tonight's first episode (7 p.m. on WFLD-Channel 32), he shoots a .357 magnum and tracks down a killer. Yet, my favorite moment is a funny, four-second reaction shot.
Dr. Temperance "Bones" Brennan (Emily Deschanel) tells Booth she'll help him -- but under certain conditions or she'll hinder his investigation. His hooded eyes dart ever so slightly, then stop. He stares at her uneasily before he forces the saddest little objection with a slight grump: "I don't like it."
Maybe you have to see it to get the laugh.
"Buffy" fans are well aware of this skill Boreanaz perfected on that show. He looks intimidating. He's a broad and muscular guy with a focused gaze. But when he stands next to fellow leads, he gives them room to be fierce by respectfully limiting his bulk without shrinking to a wimp.
Tonight's debut would have had trouble working without that dynamic. He and Deschanel stir good chemistry as a crime-fighting duo. Booth is a former military sniper who believes cases can be cracked by catching suspects in lies, but he needs Bones and her team to uncover evidence found only through science.
"Bones" is fictionalized around the adventures of a real anthropologist named Kathy Reichs, who writes best-selling crime novels. The show features versions of her real anthropology tools. The splashiest is a doohickey that scans skeletal remains and renders a holographic image of what that person may have looked like, injuries and all.
The first episode spends too much time on a merry-go-round of musical montages. We see Bones looking longingly at a skull until she passes out on her desk. But I like the writing and Boreanaz's chemistry with Deschanel.
She's a smarty-pants who is so clueless about pop culture, she responds to co-workers' pithy comments about Lenny Kravitz and other celebrities by saying flatly, "I don't know what that means." She's got a little Newhart in her, too, also without the stutter.
Boreanaz says he wants their characters' relationship to progress the way Bruce Willis and Cybill Shepherd's did on "Moonlighting." That would lead to lots of flirting, but with a payoff, which would be a slight departure from his last two shows.
"On 'Angel,' the banter really was with a bunch of demons," he says. "On 'Buffy,' it was with Sarah, but it was more an intense, brooding kind of relationship. There was a lot of torment and angst." In "Bones," however, "it's a run of gold with someone that's going to be a lot of fun."
The downside of "Bones" is Boreanaz had to learn how to handle an FBI firearm.
"I'm not a big fan of guns," he says.
An upside is "Bones" doesn't have anything to do with chicken. He's scared of the flightless birds. I ask him, what does he think chickens are going to do to him? His pupils dart, stop and stare at me.
"They'll poke my eyes out," he squeaks.
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