Joss Whedon – Sunrise Transcript – September 2005


Mel: "Buffy the Vampire Slayer was hit the world over during it's six years on air and it was watched by millions of fans in more than 80 countries."
Kochie: "With that kind of success we paid attention when Buffy's creator does something new.  Joss Whedon has just directed his first feature film.  It's a futuristic adventure flick called Serenity.  
Take a look."
(Shows a clip of Serenity.)
Kochie: "Joss Whedon welcome to Sunrise."
Joss: "Thank you."
Kochie: "Now, tell us about the film for Australians it looks a bit Mad Max-ish (Australian film stars Mel Gibson) type --"
Joss: "Umm...they are -- there's... a dept of Mad Max I have to say.  The Reavers are savages who live at the edges of space and they umm... are clearly went to the same place and they umm... are 
clearly people went into... (Kochie laughs) But they're closed."
Mel: "And will it appeal to fans of Buffy."
Joss: "Umm... I hope so -- It's... it's umm... a science fiction film but it's really about the characters (shows another clip of Serenity) on board.  It's a bunch of smugglers who -- and bank robbers who take in this young girl who umm... is being chased by a number of people.  But is also herself kind of dangerous and stop them trying to figure out what to do whether they should get rid of her take care of themselves or actually you know come on and fight and..."
Mel: "She [Summer/River] was amazing in it."
Joss: "She's a great, great actress --"
Mel: "Yep, really beautiful --"
Joss: "-- an amazing athlete.  She's a ballerina."
Mel: "Oh, cos I -- Some of the moves I thought 'Mmm, she's obviously a gymnast or something.' So there we go - ballerina.  She's very, very good."
Kochie: "Now what the --"
Joss: "The bottom of it was CGI.  But it's --"
Kochie: "It's all the real thing."
Mel: "It's all her."
Joss: "Yeah.  No it's all her."
Kochie: "Wow.  Now, tell us what it was like for you going from Buffy and the pressure of doing a series for the small screen.  To your first big feature."
Joss: "Well, it's always pressure.  Umm it's just a different kind. The best thing was that when I made Serenity, Universal Studio had almost pressure it's not a huge movie for them we tried to make it look as big as possible and make it as exciting as possible but because it's really a band of people.  You know, we were able to do it on a budget which for Universal is smaller than usual so they really let us do our thing.  That was the true with Buffy but as I worked more on television and became more popular it became less and less true.  (Shows a clip of Buffy episode 'Chosen' while Joss talks.)  I wasn't flying under the radar anymore."
Kochie: "Right."
Joss: "So this movie for them was actually kind of a departure.  And they just sort of let me depart."
Kochie: "You loved it?  Loved doing it?"
Joss: "Oh, I loved doing it.  I love these actors as much as anybody I've worked with the way they bond is extraordinary and it really shows up on screen, really believe these people have been plying 
together for a while.  Because of course they have the movie is based on a TV show that we did - Firefly that lasted for a very short time.  But had such extraordinary energy and such devotion from the fans.  That Universal thought, 'This is ready to be a movie.'"
Mel: "Oh, I definitely wanted the captain in particular.  (Kochie laughs) Hey, now I gotta ask you too about Buffy and why -- Do you have any idea why it's been so phenomenally successful.  We have 
people outside the window this morning with signs saying: 'Joss Is God!' (Shows fans outside the window watching Joss being interviewed inside) I mean, people love Buffy, don't they?"
Joss: "Oh, dear.  Umm... you know... and see some of the Serenity Browncoats, the Serenity fans.  It's... umm... 'Hi guys'.  It's... something that I try to do when I write is take something very mythic.  That you know is from a genre that maybe not everybody watches.  And make it very personal. Buffy is really just a show about a girl and her friends and the stuff they go through that we all go through."
Kochie: "Yeah."
Joss: "Serenity in a same way has a lot of air battles and space stuff and the stuff we expect from a science fiction/action movie that's just about a bunch of you know sort of people who are troden upon trying to make their way in the world."
Kochie: "Yeah."
Joss: "It's about us and to take that and make it mythic.  I think that's what people really respond to because it says: 'You're the hero of this film.'  'You're the hero of this story.' And I think everybody feels the way they are."
Kochie: "Hey, you're going to stick with movies too.  You're apparently looking at doing a movie on Wonder Woman."
Joss: "That's right."
Kochie: "We've had Superman being filmed outside here from a couple of weeks ago for about 2 weeks any chance of doing movies here in Australia?"
Joss: "I think there's a good chance.  Joel Silver is doing Wonder Woman with me and he likes to film here.  We haven't discussed anything with him because I'm still writing the script."
Mel: "Who have you got your eye on for Wonder Woman?"
Joss: "Well, I don't like to give these things away.  But it's Morgan Freeman." (Mel & Kochie laugh)
Kochie: "That's a new twist on it."
Mel: "Oh, I grew up loving Wonder Woman just wanted to grow up.  Nat our newsreader we can suggest she'd look fantastic.  But now Wonder Woman was dear to many of young girls hearts.  I'm just really curious who you like in mind?"
Joss: "Well, that's why I haven't thought about casting her.  Umm... because Joel agreed with this, write the part and then we'll see who's right for the part.  The person that I like to be an unknown I 
like people to see who this girl and say 'That's Wonder Woman'. not 'Oh that actress trying to be Wonder Woman.'"
Mel: "Yeah.  Yeah.  Very interesting."
Kochie: "Oh, good luck with that.  And thank you for coming to see us."
Joss: "Thank you very much."
Mel: "I appreciate for your time."
Kochie: "I hope it all goes well.  And Joss Whedon's new movie Serenity opens at the end of the month details are on the website. 
Mel: "And we're gonna be back with more in just a moment.  You're watching Sunrise right across Australia.
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